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– Since the early 1970s, the Department of Pedagogics at the University of Gothenburg, Sweden, 

has conducted extensive research on the subject of adult education and learning,. In most part, there 

studies have focused on poorly educated people and their educational situation. The article is based 

on three mutually different studies and the results obtained. The enterprises studies consist of the 

following: a fairly large food industry warehouse, a food processing plant and a factory producing 

audio equipment for the automobile industry. The studies looked into matters such as qualification 

requirements connected to jobs and the attitudes and expectations of the personnel and the company 

executives to training aimed at poorly educated manual workers. 
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