Rauhala Pentti. Palvelevatko ammattikorkea-
koulut tydelamaa?

- Suomessa ammattikorkeakoulujérjestelma on
toteutettu 1990-luvulla, mydhemmin kuin monissa
muissa maissa. Vaikka jarjestelméa ollaan viela
vakinaistamassa, silld on selva sosiaalinen tilaus.
Tarpeen ovat luoneet ty6eldmén muutos seka voi-
makas ja nopea osaamistarpeiden kasvu sekd mm.
ylioppilaiden mé&&ran voimakas kasvu ja sen seu-
rauksena koulutuksen Iahtttason nousu. Artikkelis-
sa tarkastellaan ammattikorkeakoulujen merkitysta
tybelamalle. Jotta ammattikorkeakoulut voivat pal-
vella hyvin opiskelijoitaan ja tyéeldmaa, niiden on
kannettava jatkuvaa huolta riittavastd kaytannén
osaamisesta ja teorian kytkemisestd kdytantdén
seké vaalittava ja kehitettdva tydelaméyhteyksiaan.
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; Rauhala Pentti. Do the AMK-institutions serve

working life?

- The system of AMK-institutions [polytechnics] was
implemented in Finland in the 1990s, later than in many
other countries. Although we are still at the stage
where the system is being established on a permanent
basis, a clear social demand for it can be seen. This
need has emerged from the changes in working life,
the rapid and profound increase in necessary
competency levels and, finally, the sharply increasing
numbers of people with upper secondary school
diplomas and the consequent rise in educational
baseline levels. The author looks at the importance of
the AMK institutions for working life. In order to serve
both their students and working life well, these AMK-
institutions have continuously to ensure that they have
a sufficient level of practical experiise and are able to
link theory to practice, as well as to foster and develop
their links to working life.
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